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KUTZTOWN UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA
Kutztown, Pennsylvania
Minutes of the Faculty Senate
February 7, 1985
Chai rperson Valuska called the meeting to order at 4:05 p.m .
Present were : R. Bazylak, D. Bonser , P. Briere, R. Brumbaugh, L. Friedman , P. Garrett , C. Gearhart, J. Gerhard, G. Goldberg. R Grabowski , A. Gundry ,
V. Gupta, T. Hartz , J . Hershberger~ G. Innocenti, H. Jones , S . Keiser, M. Kern,
D. Kintsfather for D. Dahlman, L. Ladd- Kidder , P . Lainez, P. Ori, I. Prokup ,
B. Ramsey , G. Schaeffer, J. Schellenberg, S . Schneider, J . Simone, R. Smith,
M. St. John, S . Tibbits , D. Valuska, S. Westmoreland for J . Tinsman and J. Hall ,
J. Windle, C. Yarrison.
Others in attendance were: D. Dietrich, G. Layser, L. Reed - SGB President,
A. Sorrentino - SGB Representative.
I.

Agenda
R. Bazylak moved, seconded by P . Garrett to approve the agenda, with the
following correction: IV D. to read Response to telecommunication 's
coverage of the December 6, 1984, Faculty Senate meeting . The agenda
was approved, as corrected.

II.

Announcements
L. Ladd- Kidder announced that the departments whose Faculty Senate representative's terms were expiring were notified. Election results should
be sent to I . Prokup by March 15, 1985.
D. Valuska distributed the revised copies of pages 1 and 2 of the Faculty
Senate Constitution, to replace those pages in currently held copies of
the Constitution.

III.

Minutes
S . Tibbits moved, seconded by R. Bazylak to approve the minutes of December
6, 1984, as written. The moti on was approved.

IV .

Ol d Business
Chairperson Valuska read the following letter concerning the offering of
Penn State University's nursing courses at branch campuses from Dr . Stratton:
Please be advised that Kutztown University would be opposed to the
offering of nursing courses by Pennsylvania State University at any
of its branch campuses in this area. We, and our fellow institutions
in Berks County and the Lehigh Valley, have strong programs in nursing .
At the December 1984 meeting of the Kutztown University Senate, the
Senate passed the following r esolution-=-····-

Minutes of the Faculty Senate

-2-

February 7, 1985

BE IT RESOLVED that the Faculty Senate of Kutztown
University stand on record expressing great concern
about what appears to be the development of ·an upper
level nursing degree through Continuing Education at
the local branch campuses of Pennsylvania State
University .
Kutztown University is opposed to the offering of a
program for nurses at the nearby branches of Pennsylvania State Univers ity as Kutztown University has
a successful B. S . in Nursing program for registered
nurses.
The administration of Kutztown University supports the resolution
of the Faculty Senate. We call thi s to your attention so there is
no misunderstanding of our position as we understand you are undertaking a regional survey.
This letter was sent to : Dr. James McCormick, Chancellor, State System
of Higher Education; Dr . James Ream, P~esident, Pennsylvania Association
of Colleges and Universities ; Sister M. Lawreace Antoun, Chai rperson,
State Board of Education , Dr. Margaret A. Smith, Secretary of Education,
Berks County and .Lehigh Valley College Presidents who have nursing programs.
Chairperson Valuska read the following letter from L. Reed, SGB Presi dent , to Dr. Stratton, concerning the policy proposal for the Pass/Fail
option:
On December 6, 1984, the Faculty Senate passed a new policy for
the Pass/Fail option. In this revision, students must have 2.75 average _to choose the Pass/Fail option instead of a 2.00 average. The
other change in the policy is to recommend that the grading system
for Pass/Fail be A,B , C, for a Pass and an F for a Fail. A grade
earned as a D, would receive no credit at all .
Please be aware that the Student Government Board is against this
recommendation . I had worked with the Academic Affairs Committee of
the Senate personally and fee l the committee ' s consideration and recommendation of this matter was much more plausible . However, the
Senate did not agree.
The students feel that the Pass/Fail system is an option to expl ore academic areas outside one ' s own curriculum. The changes recommended by the Senate •might prohibit certain students to explore
any upper level courses for fear of recei ving no credit . I n this
case , it might be better for the student to take the course in the
usualy manner for at least he/she would receive a credit for a D.
Also raising the required average to a 2.75 might discourage a
poorer student from even trying to learn in another academic area.
A 2.5 - average would be more acceptable to the student population .
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In my role as Student Government President, I am aski ng
not approve this recommendation from the Faculty/Senate.
the Board's perception there is a Question ;whether or not
revision contradicts the original intent of the Pass/Fail

that you
Based on
this Senate
option.

With these considerations, the student leaders l ook forward to your
response. Thank you o nce again for your cooperation. Speaking for
the entire Board, I am
Chairperson Valuska read the following letter from Dr . ·Stratton to L . Reed ,
SGB President, concerning the policy proposal for the Pass /Fai l option:
This is in response to your undated letter which I received on
December 11, 1984 concerning the Pass/Fail option. Before an academic proposal goes to the Faculty -Senate it usually goes through
the Committee on Academic Affairs. · This policy proposal went , for
some reason, directly to the Faculty Senate. Before I act on it I
will get a recommendation from the Committee on Academic Affairs .
Your letter has been forwarded to Dr. Robert Wittman, Chairperson
of the Committee on Academic Affairs. I will not take action until
I get their recommendation.
Chairperson Valuska read the following memorandum , submitted by Dr . Stratton
concerning the revision of the Pass /Fail option :
I have received notice of the action of the Senate which presents
a revision of current policy concerning the Pass/Fail option available to students for some courses.
Please be advised that I am forwarding this proposal and the Senate's
recommendation about it to the Univers i ty-wide Committee on Academic
Affairs. I will postpone action upon the Senate's recommendat ion until
I rece i ve a recommendation from the University- wide Committee on
Academic Affairs
I appreciate the Senate's concern in this matter , its review and
efforts for a revision of academic policy.
Chairperson Valuska reported that the University-wide Commi tte on Academic
Affairs has taken the matter under advisement.
Chairperson Valuska read the following memorandum, sent to the Universitywide Curriculum Committee, in response to the Faculty Senate's action on
curricular item #85- 4, from Dr . Stratton:
At its meeting 0£ December 6 , 1984 , the Faculty Senate separated
the earlier action of the Curriculum Committee concerning your proposal 85- 4 (change of degree title in Fine Arts and reQuirement of
courses in Art History under General Education) .
The Senate approved for recommendation the change of degree title .
The Senate r ejected all other parts of the proposal (s ee attachment) .
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I refer this matter back to the Curriculum Committee and request
that:
(1) Consultation be pursued with Dr. Valuska to determine as much
as possible and to your satisfaction the Senate's reasons for
its recommendation;
(2) The Curriculum Committee be apprised of this circumstance and
determine whether
(a) it chooses to reconsider the original proposal, or
(b ) it declares under Committee action that its initial
recommendation _stands. as given.
I will await action on this matter until the review requested by the
Curriculum Committee is completed .
Thank you for your help.
G. Goldberg , P. Lainez, and S. Keiser addressed the issue. S. Keiser
moved, seconded by G. Goldberg to establish a committee to i nvestigate the
Faculty Senate's position and lines of communication with the office of the
President. L. Friedman addressed the motion . The moti on passed by a majority. The members of the committee will be: G. Goldberg , A. Gundry, S.
Keiser, L. Ladd- Kidder , and P. Lainez .
Chairperson Valuska read the following letter from L. Ladd- Kidder to Dr .
D. Kintsfather in response t9 telecommunication's coverage of the December
6, 1984, Faculty Senate meeting :
Dr . Valuska and I wish to compliment you and one of your student
reporters on the fine job of reporting the substance of the last
Faculty Senate meeting. We found the KUTV report of the meeting to
be prompt, thorough , and accurate.
It is a pleasure for us to see this quality of news coverage.
V.

Standing Committee Reports

J. Schellenberg moved, seconded by R. Grabowski, the approval of the following College of Graduate Studies Course Proposals:
CPY 5:X:X
COU 5XX
FAR 5:X:X
AVC 5XX

Introduction to Mari tal and Famil y Therapy
Counseling the Aged
Graduate Sculpture
Independent Study

A. Gundry and G. Layser addressed the motion.

The motion passed unanimously .

J. Schellenberg submitted the foll owiEg courses as announcements , requiring
no 1:l,c;:tion: _SPE .370 - Selecte.d Topics in Speech Communication; FAR 010 - Biological Illustration for "Artists, Scientists and Teachers; BIO/MAR 227 Marine Biology Laboratory; BIO/M.AR 241 - Marine Ecology Laboratory; BIO/MAR
261 - Invertebrate Zoology Laboratory ; BIO/MAR 344 - Marine Botany; BIO/MAR
345 - Marine Botany Laboratory; BIO/MAR 361 - Anatomy of Marine Chordates
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MAR/GEL 238 - Fields Methods in Oceanography Laboratory; MAR 251 - Wetlands
Ecology Laboratory; MAR 281 - Field Biology Laboratory; MAR 332 - Chemical
Oceanography Laboratory; MAR 342 - Ichthyology ; MAR 343 - Ichthyology Laboratory.

J. Schellenberg moved, seconded by G. Innocenti, the approval of PHY 324
Atomic and Nuclear Phys i cs I, PHY 326 Atomic and Nuclear Physics II, and
the proposed revision of the B.S . Program in Physics. J . Schellenberg
moved, seconded by P. Malpas, to amend the motion to delete the last paragraph on the first page of the proposed revision of the B.S . Program in
Physics . The mot i on passed unanimously•; The followi ng correction was
noted on page 2 of the proposed revision @f the B. S. Program in Physics:
II. C. should read ARR, not ART. The .main moti on passed unanimously as
amended .
J . Schellenberg moved, seconded by R. Grabowski, the approval of the
following:
To delete HIS 373 Readings in the Non- Western World , HIS 374 Readings
in European History, and HIS 375 Readings in American History from the
History offerings in the Undergraduate Bull eting, and to add the following course , HIS 3XX Readings in History.
Revised program of Concomitant Courses for the B .A. in History .
Revision of the Sociology Program.
Inclusion of IST 010 in Categor y III D of General Educat i on in the
College of Liberal Arts and Sciences .
Revision of the Spec i al Education Department ' s Mentally/Physically
Handicapped (MPH) program.
CHM 320/1 Advanced Inorganic Chemistry .
CHM 310

Biochemistry.

Revision of the requirements for a minor in Geography .
P . Ori moved , seconded by G. Innocenti, to amend the motion to have the
Prerequisites for CHM 310 Biochemistry r ead two semesters of organic chemistry offered every year . The motion passed unanimously .
A. Gundry, R. Grabowski, and D. Dietrich addressed the proposed .r evision
of the Spec i al Educati on Department ' s MPH Program.
The main motion passed unanimously, as amended .
There was no report from the Faculty Senate Academic Affairs Committee.
_, ,
:i.'...' ·

There was no

report from the Faculty Ser:rateo-Faculty .Affairs: -C-o'rnmi ttee.

There was no report from the Faculty Senate Student Affa_irs Cammi ttee.
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Ad Hoc Committee Reports
R. Bazylak reported that the Faculty Senate Ad Hoc Committee on Advisement has begun to compile the responses to their department solicitation,
and hopes to have a report by spring.
S . Keiser reported that as a result of their deliberations , the Facul ty
Senate Ad Hoc COmmittee on Attendance/Admissions proposes to invite the
Director of Admissions and the Director of Financial Aid to a Faculty
Senate meeting in order to explain admissions and financial aid policies
and procedures . J. Simone and J . Schellenberg addressed the issue. The
Faculty Senate did not support the proposal. S. Keiser recommended to
the Faculty Senate that the ·c6mnrittee has discharged its responsibilities.
S . Tibbits reported that the Faculty Senate Ad Hoc Committee on Preregistration would present its proposal at the March, 1985 Faculty Senate
meeting .
R. Grabowski reported that the Faculty Senate Ad Hoc Committee on Drop
and Add would present its pro:i,osal at the March, 1985 Faculty Senate
meeting.

VII.

New Business
Chairperson Valuska read the following letter from Dr. Stratton, concerning
the awarding of honorary doctoral degrees:
As I recently mentioned to you , I would welcome recommendations from
the Faculty Senate concerning criteria for the awarding of honorary
doctoral degrees by Kutztown University .
We have been advised that the provisions of the policy adopted by
the Board of Governors ( copy enclosed) on each of the local campuses
does not imply that that any system university is exempt from the
applicable regulations of the State Board of Education (22 PA Code
31.61). A copy of the State Board regulati ons are also enclosed. These
provisions preclude the awarding of honorary degrees to persons who are
or who have within the last six months been trustees, administrators or
faculty members except in extraordinary cases.
I have definite thoughts concerning the awarding of honorary degrees
and would like to share them with the Faculty Senate briefly when the
entire concept is introduced to the members of the Senate. I wi l l dis cuss this with you further.
Best wishes.

J . Schellenberg moved , seconded by S . Keiser, that the Faculty Senate Executive Committe take the matter under consideration and report back to the
President . Chairperson Valuska addressed the motion. The mot i on passed
by a majority .

•
,,.
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Adjournment
R. Grabowski moved, seconded by S. Tibbits, to adjourn the Faculty Senate
meeting.
Faculty Senate adjourned at 4:55 p.m.
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